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conveyance. Nor was Pskov a pleasant locality in which to
be stranded. It had but recently been taken by the Germans,
and the bourgeoisie were still celebrating their release from
the Bolshevik Terror, having not yet had time to experience
the severity of German military occupation. Sokolnikov and
his colleagues, as they chafed at the delay and feared that
the High Command would take advantage of it to make
their terms yet harsher, were insulted and reviled by the
Eussian population and treated with cold contempt by the
German officials. As they waited they saw a military aero-
plane rise from the flying-field outside the city. It dis-
appeared eastwards towards Petrograd and that afternoon
(February 27) dropped bombs on the Fontanka Embank-
ment.1

Finally, however, they reached Brest on the afternoon
of the 28th, and at once insisted that their arrival should
mark the close of hostilities. A firm refusal was the only
response from Hoffmann. War must continue until the
peace treaty was signed.2 A further unpleasant surprise
awaited them. The Turks had made a last-moment bid for
Ardahan, Kars, and Batum, which were already occupied
by their troops. An additional demand was therefore made
of the Russians that the fate of these districts should be
settled on the basis of the right of self-determination. " For
the Turks wished to retain these territories."3

The three days' space which the German ultimatum
had allowed for " negotiation " began on March 1, and on
that day the delegations met for the first time in plenary
session. Rosenberg, presiding, was determined that there
should be no risk of a repetition of the scenes of the previous
conference, and at once appealed to the Russians to avoid
unnecessary speeches and to concentrate on practical
business. He outlined a detailed plan for the setting up of
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